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In view of Poe's known habits of composition, it is most likely that this poetic suggestion in a work to which lie was in early years under considerable obligations, was one of the ideas that haunted him for years, and this is sustained by his frequent reference to the magical sounds of hells throughout his literary life. It may well he that this is the poem referred to in Grriswokl's memoir as the sub-iect on which he meant to write for the Boston Lyceum — "a subject which he said had haunted liis imagination for years," * If there be any plausi-bility in this inference, the likelihood is that Mrs., Shew, who pleads guilty to Poe's reproach that she never read his tales or poems, merely recalled to him thoughts and words which she already knew had been running in his mind.
The events immediately subsequent to this inci-dent also deserve mention. Word was sent to Mrs. Clemm that Poe would remain in the city, and, going to his room, ho slept twelve hours, after which he only faintly remembered what lie had done. " This showed," says the diary, " that his mind was injured, nearly gone out for want of food and from disappointment. He had not been driuk-ing, and had only been a few hours from home. Evidently his vitality was low and he was nearly insane, "While he slept we studied his pulse, and found the same symptoms whioh I had so often no-before. I called in Dr, Francis (the old man
1 Griswold, xxxviii.able et aolitaire, et surtout le bourdonnement de la cloche d'alarme, ou le son de 1'hor-ologe qui frappoit trauquUlement 1'heure dcoul^e ? " x
